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Cracids: On Wings of Peril
New exhibit at the Houston Museum of Natural Science 
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HOUSTON— Discover one of the world’s rarest and most beautiful groups of birds in the exhibition Cracids: On Wings of Peril, opening Oct. 14, 2005 at the Houston Museum of Natural Science.
Characterized by the gorgeous crest of feathers or knob on their head, these stunning birds are the most threatened family of birds in the Americas. They are also extremely important ecologically. As cracid habitats in the tropical American rain forest diminish, their population diminishes as well. Therefore, this extraordinary family of birds is an excellent indicator of the health of the environment in which they live. 
“This exhibition gives visitors the unique opportunity to learn about a family of birds that is threatened with extinction. It also represents the first time a museum exhibit is dedicated to such a rare and little known group of birds,” said Daniel Brooks, Ph.D., exhibit curator and Cracid Specialist Group chair. “Despite the huge Latin American population in Houston, relatively few know what a cracid is; let alone how important they are ecologically. It is my fervent hope that this exhibit will provide heightened awareness of the plight of cracids—the rarest family of birds in the Americas.”

The exhibit will feature 40 oil paintings by the renowned British artist Nigel Hughes. These remarkable oil paintings reflect the extraordinary beauty and diversity of the cracid family. The exhibit will also include mounted specimens featured in cases, as well as media interactives that explain the importance of this significant group of birds to the environment. 

-more-

Cracids/2
To reinforce the message of cracid conservation, Brooks is scheduled to release a book in 2006 entitled Conserving Cracids: the Most Threatened Family of Birds in the Americas. This work will discuss specific conservation assessments and interpret other pertinent conservation-related information, as well as provide full species account of threatened cracids. The book will feature research by Brooks and other members of the Cracid Specialist Group. 
Tickets for the exhibition are included in the price of general admission. General admission prices are $7 for adults, $4 for children ages 3-11, $4 for seniors ages 62+, $4 for college students with a valid student ID, $3.50 for groups and free for Museum members.  For tickets, or more information, visit www.hmns.org or call (713) 639-4629. Information is available in Spanish at (713) 639-4603. 

The Houston Museum of Natural Science—one of the nation’s most heavily attended museums—is a centerpiece of the Houston Museum District. With four floors of permanent exhibit halls, and the Wortham IMAX® Theatre, Cockrell Butterfly Center, Burke Baker Planetarium and George Observatory and as host to world-class and ever-changing touring exhibitions, the Houston Museum has something to delight every age group. With such diverse and extraordinary offerings, a trip to the Houston Museum of Natural Science, located at One Hermann Circle Drive in the heart of the Museum District, is always an adventure.
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